
King James Bible in 2025: A Readership Snapshot
Amidst Shifting Trends

Question: How many users does the King James Bible have at present - 2025? What is the trend?

While precise figures are unattainable, the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible remains a 
significant force in 2025, with an estimated user base likely in the tens of millions globally. 
However, the prevailing trend indicates a gradual decline in its dominance as the primary choice 
for daily reading, particularly among younger generations.

For centuries, the KJV reigned as the undisputed English Bible. Its majestic prose has profoundly 
shaped literature, culture, and the English language itself. In the United States, as recently as a decade 
ago, a majority of Bible readers reported using the KJV.

However, the landscape of Bible readership has been undergoing a significant transformation. Several 
key factors are contributing to a shift in preferences:

• Rise of Modern Translations: The 20th and 21st centuries have seen the publication of 
numerous modern English translations, such as the New International Version (NIV), the New 
Living Translation (NLT), the English Standard Version (ESV), and the Christian Standard 
Bible (CSB). These translations prioritize readability and contemporary language, making the 
Bible more accessible to a modern audience. The NIV, for many years, has been a top seller, 
reflecting a significant shift in reader preference.

• Readability and Comprehension: The KJV's 17th-century English, while beautiful, can be 
challenging for contemporary readers. Archaic words and sentence structures can hinder 
comprehension, leading many to seek out translations that speak their language more directly. 

• Generational Shift: Younger generations of Christians are less likely to have grown up with the
KJV as their primary Bible. They are often introduced to scripture through more modern 
translations in their churches, youth groups, and personal study. Research has shown a clear 
generational trend, with older Americans being more likely to prefer the KJV, while younger 
readers gravitate towards modern versions.

Despite these trends, the KJV's influence and readership remain substantial for several reasons:

• Tradition and Liturgy: Many Protestant denominations, particularly those with a more 
traditionalist stance such as some Baptist, Pentecostal, and Methodist churches, continue to use 
the KJV in their services and official documents.

• The "King James Only" Movement: A segment of conservative Christianity exclusively uses 
the KJV, believing it to be the most accurate and divinely preserved translation.

• Cultural Significance and Memorization: The KJV's poetic and memorable language has 
made it a favorite for scripture memorization. Its phrases are deeply embedded in Western 
culture, appearing in literature, music, and famous speeches.



The Trend: A Venerable Version Sharing the Stage
The overarching trend for the King James Bible in 2025 is one of venerable persistence alongside a 
clear shift in the broader landscape. While it is no longer the default English Bible for a majority of 
readers, it commands a large and loyal following. Its sales remain robust, and its cultural and liturgical 
importance is undeniable.

The future of the KJV appears to be one of a cherished and influential classic, coexisting with a diverse
array of modern translations. While its share of the "market" of daily readers may continue to decline, 
its position as a cornerstone of English-speaking Christianity and a continuing source of spiritual 
nourishment for millions is secure. The trend is less one of obsolescence and more one of a shifting 
role, from the sole authority to a respected and enduring voice in a chorus of translations.
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